Dear Bat Worker,

Building Questionnaires Update

I thought you may be interested to have an update on the information being collected on the Cavity Wall and Roof Membrane questionnaires since the summaries were circulated.

Cavity Walls

I have had two further responses on these and an important point has come out of these. 

Noel Jackson of the Durham Bat Group is concerned that the data gathered thus far suggests that cavity walls are used mainly as maternity roosts. A summary of his comments follow:

‘The Durham Bat Group opinion is that most Pip’s using domestic accommodation hibernate in the cavity walls – but you don’t notice because they are immobile and discrete. The indications are that Durham bats go to sleep in November and stay there till March. No doubt global warming will change all this but that is the current position.

The only cases where we know about pips in cavity walls came about when a lorry crashed into a known roost and where windows were replaced in a house with a known roost. It’s a small number of incidents but 100% of cavity walls in Durham where a nursery colony of pips was known to be present had hibernating bats.

If we take the recent survey data at face value then we need not worry so much about hibernacula. As I say, DBG believe that this is the BIG worry. The brickwork and vertical insolation (sic) makes a cavity wall less useful for a nursery roost that other spaces e.g. under tiles, at soffits, gable ends, behind cladding etc. by the same context, on the North side of a house, they make a good hibernaculum.’

Noel and I have also spoken of the importance of regional differences in roosting behaviour when considering mitigation.

Roof Membranes

I have had a further four responses on roof membranes. An interesting point was reinforced in these:

John Kaczanow of Devon Bat Conservation & Research Group has a concern that the material being used does alter the ambience of a roof space and as such he states that it must be the single most critical factor against the usage of modern breathable membranes in place of traditional BS747 bitumastic underfelt. This point is echoed by a member of the Cornwall Bat Group who has not found lesser horseshoes or brown long-eared bats to have a problem with use due to the brightness or texture of the breathable membranes but similarly questions changes due to different thermal properties.

John also feels that surveyors should be mindful that although bats may be using areas with modern felting, they should be careful to ensure that bats are using it as before; when assessing whether mitigation has been successful or not. E.g. natal/maternity before, sporadic and/or none clustering after. 

Please continue to send in your experiences during this season, it will supply valuable data. If you require a questionnaire please just let me know.

I will provide a cumulative update to include any further data periodically. I would expect to produce the next full update at the end of September.
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