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9th December 2005 

Dear Bat Worker

Bat Related Crime Matters

In the last edition of Bat News we wished Steve Kourik, our Investigations Officer, well as he left BCT in the summer.  Thanks to the continued support of many bat groups we continue this important work and I have now taken over from Steve as Investigations Officer, recording bat related crimes and incidents, assisting the police, bat workers and SNCOs when instances that involve (or may involve) bat related crime crops up.  I would like to clarify priorities for bat workers and BCT in this area of work that enable us to achieve the best outcomes for bat conservation.

Many of you will recall that last year the police launched Operation Bat.  This made bats a wildlife crime priority for the police and it is thanks to your vigilance and reporting of incidents to Joan Childs at BCT that this happened; for the first time there were statistics on the (high) number of bat related crime incidents occurring.  Although Operation Bat doesn’t mean that every bat incident is taken through the legal system, it does mean there is a clear procedure for the police to take in assessing and gathering evidence to enable them to judge whether a crime has been committed and, if so, to take the appropriate course of action.  

It is for the police to decide whether a bat incident should be progressed through the legal system, and we consider that the role of bat workers and BCT is to assist the police in arriving at their decision.  The purpose of the legislation is to benefit bats.  It may not be in the best interests of bat conservation to pursue some cases, but there are certain sectors of industry that repeatedly offend by damaging roosts.  Legislation evolves through case law and precedents can be set that can help influence decision-making processes to improve bat conservation. 

Anyone who comes across any incident that they think involves bat related crime should report it to the police.  You don’t have to wait for the Wildlife Crime Officer to be on duty because Operation Bat’s standard protocols mean that all police officers should be aware of the procedures to go through.  Please also inform me (preferably by email) of any bat related incidents that you come across, whether you have reported them to the police or not (you can use the Bat Incident Report Form on the BCT website if you like); it is very important that we continue to record these incidents because if we do not, bat related crime may be perceived as not significant enough to remain a wildlife crime priority for the police.

A strategy for incidents that have the greatest impact on bat conservation is outlined in the attached document, together with details about what happens after you report a bat related crime to the police; as you can see, cases are dealt with sensitively.  If you have questions about reporting to the police an incident involving bats, do give me a call on 0207 501 3631 or drop me an email at investigations@bats.org.uk 

Kind regards
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Alison Rasey

Investigations Officer
