Additional Bat Group Representative on the BCT Board of Trustees

There are currently two Trustees on BCT’s Board of Trustees who represent bat groups - Bill Parker and Gail Armstrong.  The Board have now, through the Bat Group Forum (BGF), invited nominations for an additional bat group representative to join the Board of Trustees.  Please note that any nominee must also be a member of BCT in order to be eligible to be a Trustee.
Following the BGF meeting in Cardiff on 3rd February 2007 a process was agreed for nominating this representative. 

· Initial notification of the vacancy will be circulated to all of the bat groups along with a brief indication of what would be required of a potential BCT Trustee. This communication forms that initial notification.

· Nominations for the post should be sent to Simon Mickleburgh, BCT’s Bat Group Officer, to arrive no later than Friday 16th March 2007. Each nominee will be asked to provide a brief summary of why they would like to stand as a Trustee and what skills and abilities they feel they could bring to the Board. Each nomination should be accompanied by a proposer and a seconder. BCT will place details of each nomination on their website. 

· Once all the nominations are in, the list of nominees together with their summaries will be circulated to all the bat groups asking them to vote for their preferred choice. Each group will have a single vote. The deadline for receipt of votes is Friday 27th April 2007. Votes should again be sent in writing or by e-mail to Simon Mickleburgh at BCT.

· The BGF meeting on Saturday 12th May 2007 will then consider the results of the voting and make their recommendation.

· The name of the agreed nominee will then be forwarded to the Board of Trustees.

The formal vote on nominations will be taken by BCT members at the AGM to be held at the National Bat Conference at the University of York on Saturday 1st September 2007.

Being a BCT Trustee – what does it involve?

Any Trustee has particular responsibilities under charitable law. For more information see: http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/publications/cc3.asp.  In addition, Articles 28 to 41 of the BCT Articles of Association also contain important information for potential Trustees – copies of the Articles can be downloaded from the BCT website or provided on request. 

Below is a summary of what BCT Trustees do.

· Attend the regular Trustee Meetings.  The Board meets four times a year in London. Meetings are held during the week. Any nominee would be expected to attend most or all of these meetings. Although travel costs would be met by BCT this may obviously require that Trustees take holiday in order to attend each meeting.  

· The bat group Trustee would also be expected to attend Bat Group Forum meetings where possible.  There are three of these per year, held in various places around the country.

· This could add up to a total of at least seven meetings a year. Any nominee should consider if they would be able to make such a commitment in terms of time.

· An amount of work also takes place outside of meetings. A Trustee would be expected to respond to requests for comment and input on a range of items as required. These requests may on some occasions need a very swift response.

· If a Trustee has particular skills, for instance knowledge of fundraising, marketing or legal issues, those skills may be called upon, which may create an additional workload above and beyond that involved directly with meetings. 

The BGF agreed that the main requirement of this Trustee post is the ability to represent the wide range of bat groups in the British Isles.

For Nominees – Information to be circulated with your nomination

· Please provide a brief summary of yourself and indicate why you would like to be a BCT Trustee.

· Please indicate what skills you feel you could bring to the Board.

· Please provide a proposer and seconder for your nomination.

· Potential nominees may wish to speak to an existing Trustee in which case they should contact me directly.

Simon Mickleburgh

Bat Group Officer

BCT

15 Cloisters House

8 Battersea Park Road

LONDON SW8 4BG

smickleburgh@bats.org.uk
Further BCT Trustee Vacancy

As well as the bat group representative, the Board will also be looking for another Trustee with skills in the area of government policy making. We will be circulating further information about this post shortly.

