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WANTED - BAT RECORDS! 

If you have had a busy summer with 
plenty of bat passes them please let 
George Burton, Warks Bat Group’s 
Records Officer, have the details. Included 
with this newsletter is a copy of a 
recording form. Send your records to: 

 

 
Roost Records, Melrose, North Street, 
Marton, Rugby, Warks, CV23 9RJ 
records@warksbats.co.uk 
 

 

If you have access to the internet then you 
can enter the details of your records 
online at the Warwickshire Batgroup’s 
website http://www.warksbats.co.uk  Click 
on the ‘record entry form’ link in the menu 
on the left hand side of the page. 

OPERATION BAT 

“Operation Bat” is a police initiative that 
was launched at the end of June in order 
to set in place operational procedures for 
the police to deal with bat-related offences 
and to assist in preventing bat crime. The 
project comes at a time when bats have 
been recognised as a Wildlife Crime 
Conservation priority and is a direct result 
of the empirical evidence provided by last 
year’s ‘Bat Crime’ report, published by the 
BCT and RSPB. The report recorded that 
144 bat offences had been committed in 
the UK over two years, a number far 
higher than anticipated but now suspected 
to be only the tip of the iceberg. 

“Builders and developers were 
responsible for over two-thirds of the 
offences identified by our ‘Bat Crime’ 
report, but if bats are taken into 
consideration before development starts 
there is absolutely no need for a crime to 
occur,” said Amy Coyte, Chief Executive 
of the Bat Conservation Trust. “We are 
delighted, as this innovative police 
partnership initiative will help to deter bat 
crime and therefore save hundreds of bats 
each year.” 

Chief Constable Richard Brunstrom of 
North Wales Police, was responsible for 
bats becoming a police priority in 

conjunction with the Joint Nature 
Conservation Council (JNCC). “The 
emphasis of Operation Bat is on 
prevention rather than enforcement,” he 
said. “The overall aim of it is to raise 
awareness of the legislation that protects 
bats so as to provide a clear message that 
bat crime is police business and will not 
be ignored.” 

Operation Bat is a collaborative project 
between the police, the Bat Conservation 
Trust and the Statutory Nature 
Conservation Organisations (English 
Nature, the Countryside Council for Wales 
and Scottish Natural Heritage). 

“This partnership aims to work 
collaboratively to prevent bat crime 
occurring in the first place, so that our 
work to conserve bats is not channelled 
into reactive and resource-hungry 
enforcement issues,” concluded Amy 
Coyte. 

THE ‘E’- CHO 

If you would like to receive an electronic 
copy of the newsletter via email then let 
me know. The advantage of receiving it 
this way is that it will be in colour, it will 
contain clickable hyperlinks to websites 
and it will save the bat group some money 
on photocopying and postage. If you 
would like to receive it this way or you 
have any questions then email me (Julia 
Waller) at: 

 

newsletter@warksbats.co.uk 
 

You would be sent it as an email 
attachment in Acrobat Reader format, 
otherwise known as a pdf file. This is a 
well-known standard format for 
downloading a file over the internet and 
the software you need is free. You may 
already have it on your computer but if not 
then go to the Adobe webpages and 
download a copy: 

 

http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/re
adstep2.html 

WOODCHESTER BATCAM 

 
 

There are two rare species of bats 
roosting in the lofts of Woodchester 
Mansion, the Lesser Horseshoe, and the 
Greater Horseshoe. If you take a trip to 

the Mansion you can visit the "Bat Room", 
where courtesy of infrared lights and 
sensitive cameras you can watch both 
species in their respective roosts. 
Meanwhile, if you have internet access, 
why not visit the following webpage: 
 

www.english-nature.org.uk/webcams/bats 
 

and watch the Greater Horseshoe bats on 
the webcam there? The webcam is on 
between the hours of 9am and 6pm. A 
satellite connection beams images from a 
camera high in the roof of the 19th century 
building direct to the BBC Gloucestershire 
and English Nature websites.  
 

 
 
http://www.ruthani.co.uk/woodchester 
 

The webcam is sited inside a loft at 
Woodchester Mansion, Gloucestershire, 
which is used throughout the year by the 
rare Greater Horseshoe bat. During the 
summer, close to 100 female bats gather 
to give birth and rear their single babies, 
which cling tightly to their mothers. The 
bats like warm places for breeding, so 
tubular heaters have been installed to 
keep the temperature high. At other times 
of the year, smaller numbers of bats can 
be seen sleeping with their wings wrapped 
tightly round their bodies. Woodchester is 
one of only 20 breeding sites for the 
Greater Horseshoe in Britain. 

In the late 1950's Dr Roger Ransome 
started studying the Greater Horseshoe 
bats at Woodchester, and counted around 
350-400 bats in the maternity roost. In the 
early 1960's, the combination of a harsh 
winter and removal of grazing cattle saw a 
devastating drop in bat numbers. This left 
the roost with 200 bats surviving. A 
number of cattle were re-introduced in the 
1970's, however a further two severe 
winters resulted in the death of a large 
number of young mothers. Numbers 
dropped to critically low levels, a mere 85 
individuals in 1986. 

However, the numbers of bats are now 
beginning to recover, with numbers 
gradually increasing each year. During 
1994 heaters were installed in the attic, 
and the National Trust acquired the park. 
Since then a programme of sensitive 
management within the mansion and park 
has begun, and the bat numbers have 
increased to approximately 150 in 2003. 
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“SOPRANO” SQUIRRELS KATYDIDS AND BATS 

If you happen to be using a bat detector in 
the state of Dakota and come across 
some unusual calls you may be picking up 
the ultrasonic warnings of a ground 
squirrel. James Hare, an Associate 
Professor of Zoology from Manitoba 
University, was studying these little 
rodents that are often mistakenly called 
‘gophers’ when he noticed them making 
what he thought were whispers. 

Crickets are not the only animals that 
inadvertently signal to another species. A 
close cousin of the field cricket, the 
greener, longer-legged Katydid, faces a 
similar challenge. Instead of attracting the 
female he bargained for when he 
launched into full voice, a male Katydid 
may find himself becoming a meal for a 
bat. A repetitive staccato trill made up of 
many frequencies proves easy to locate, 
no matter what species produces it. This 
is, of course, the purpose of the male 
katydid’s trill. 

 
Richardson’s Ground Squirrels 

(Spermophilus richardsonii) live in sandy 
well-drained soils of the prairie and 
pastures. Their range reaches from 
southern Canada to the North American 
states of Montana, Wyoming and North 
Dakota where they dig colonial burrows 
and can reach densities of 20 squirrels per 
acre. They are predated on by a large 
number of animals including hawks, 
falcons, foxes, coyotes badgers and 
rattlesnakes. 

Professor Hare used a bat detector to 
record the silent calls and then analysed 
them on a computer. He found that the 
squirrels were using ultrasonic alarm calls 
at about 50kHz to warn their family of a 

possible 
threat. From 
his research 
he has 
concluded that 
these 
ultrasonic 

shrieks indicate a lower level of threat as 
the squirrels produce a loud audible alarm 
call when in greater danger. 

The advantage of using ultrasound is 
that it probably cannot be heard by 
predators such as coyotes or hawks. It 
also is highly directional and weakens 
after a short distance, enabling the 
squirrels to direct the alarm calls only to 
squirrels close by. 

There is an audiovisual movie of the 
squirrels in action at “The Animal 
Communication Project” website: 

 

http://acp.eugraph.com/news/news04/wils
on.html 

But in Panama, where bats are 
numerous, katydids change their tune. 
They sing a higher-pitched song, with a 
narrower frequency range, much harder to 
locate. They also sing a lot less. In an 
experimental situation, loud, enthusiastic 
katydids caged with hungry bats survived 
less than a minute. Shyer, quieter males 
lasted more than half an hour before 
becoming bat bait. 

 
But if males must remain quiet to 

survive, how can they attract a mate? A 
quiet, infrequent trill can bring a female 
into the vicinity, perhaps to the same 
plant. The quieter males then complete 
their attractive act with a silent dance but 
with such enthusiasm they actually shake 
the leaf they’re standing on. Females 
detect the dance through the plant, 
locating the source of call and movement. 

One species of bat known to prey on 
the Katydids is the White-throated Round-
eared bat Lophostoma silvicolum 
(formerly known as Tonatia silvicola). 
 

 
 

These bats spend the day and part of the 
night in active, arboreal termite nests 
which are hollowed out at the bottom. 
Their short broad wings allow for great 

agility when flying in a cluttered 
environment such as deep forest 
understory. 
 

 
http://katydid.uni-
graz.at/batkey/videos.asp 
 

This is a website dedicated to neotropical 
bats. It even has some movies of the bats 
that the research group has studied 
including the White-throated Round-eared 
bat. 

DIARY 

Bonkers about Bats! 
Coombe Country Park 
Sat, 4 September 2004     20:00 - 21:30 
Your second chance to see our night-time 
hunters as they chase their evening meal. Find 
out about the life of a bat, where they live, what 
they eat and how you can help to protect them. 
For bookings and more information phone (024) 
7645 3720. £1.50 adults £1 children and 
passport to leisure and learning. 
 
Bat Walk @ Charlecote Park  
Fri, 10 September 2004     19:30 - 21:00 
Join us to find out more about these fantastic 
creatures. Led by John Waller of Warwickshire 
bat group. Organised by The National Trust, 
Charlecote Park. Advanced booking essential, 
contact 0778 865 8495. £3 per person (price to 
be confirmed). 
 
“Moths and Bats” 
Pooley Country Park & Heritage Centre 
Fri, 10 September 2004     19:30 - 21:30 
Search the darkness for the beautiful moths 
that inhabit this site and use a bat detector to 
determine the hiding places for these nocturnal 
creatures. Please bring a torch. Meet at the 
Visitors Centre. Organised by Warks County 
Council. Booking essential on 01827 897438 or 
07990 58506. £2.50 per person (includes tea 
and biscuits). 

 
 

Bat Box Check 
Abbey Fields, Kenilworth 
Sat, 11 September 2004     10:00 
Meet in the car park off Bridge Street. 
 
National Bat Conference 2004 
University of Reading  
Fri, 17 - Sun, 19 September 2004   
 
 

The next issue of the Echo is out on 1st 
December. Deadline for entries is 22nd 
November. 
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